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Dear Leader

As the year continues to fly by, it is once again
my pleasure to introduce the August issue of
the world famous FREE AIM imag!

This month AIM members have been looking
forward, (rather than backwards into the past) for inspiration
for their miniature creations and they have come together to

celebrate the ‘modern miniature world’...

Until fairly recently the miniature world mostly reflected times
gone by and past historical periods. However, it has become
more and more evident that there is a new genre of miniatures,
an ever growing interest in creating modern dolls houses and
filling their interiors with miniatures which are inspired by

current trends and fashions.

Indeed many younger miniaturists (aka our ‘next generation’ of
artisans and collectors) instead seem to prefer to focus on
architectural styles or designs which are evident in the ‘full size’

world we live in today.

So with this in mind, this month AIM members have taken a
closer look at this emerging area of the miniature world and as
you will see there is simply no reason why your dolls house has
to reflect times gone by... instead it can be as ‘on trend” and

modern as you dare!

Bea Broadwood

Editor (& General whip cracker)
www.petite-properties.com

August 2011

Text © LUMO Publishing 2011



Like so many miniaturists, Peter first found his way
into this world as a child. He was an avid model
railroader, kit and Meccano set user but eventually
lost interest for a number of years - the usual

reasons: university, sports, girls - not necessarily in

that order. He got involved again when he got

married and had a family. Peter built 2 dolls houses
from scratch for his children and several years later

restarted his model railroad modelling.

At the time Peter built the second dollhouse his job
(data systems consulting) involved a lot of travel -
2700 mile commutes (each way) every 2 weeks or
so, staying in hotels for weeks at a time away from
home. Although he worked for himself, so the money
was good, he was not having much satisfaction from
the jobs; systems work can be very ephemeral and
will always be replaced or thrown away. He wanted

to do some thing that was satisfying and might




AIM Member

ETER TUCRER

actually stay around awhile. Having had some articles
on projects for the model railroad world published,
and with friends urging him to do his photography
professionally, Peter eventually settled on dolls

house miniatures. For better or worse he chose to

focus on the creative possibilities in designing and

making miniatures. Definitely for better, we think!

Now Peter runs his business, Roomboxes Etc making

structures, furniture and lights, primarily modern and
primarily but not exclusively 1/12 scale. He started in
1998, deciding that if he was going to make the
break he had to commit to it completely, and his
wife, Jeremie, who works full time as a Music
Therapist, was completely supportive of his making
the change. Of course now she also has a full time

resource person to help her with her mini projects.
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So where does he Eind s insﬂmﬁon?

Peter explains: “While some of my work is
replicating full size pieces - from the Arts
& Crafts, Art Deco, and modern periods, a
lot of my pieces are of my own design.
Some result from playing with materials
to see what can be done with them (for
example my light “sculptures”) and others
seem to be dictated by the properties of
the wood I find (for example the “x”
dining table). | have built rooms that are
miniature representations of a real room,
but most of my modern rooms are

original works.”

He researches his pieces by reading large
amounts of books and magazines as well
as investigating furniture and housing

accessory stores.

KI‘\’)L\‘ﬁ Ths l'f‘\/)l«‘('/ 504'/0{'\4(6,, oot & inches
[Oam fall, heas 0\‘(’Mm€ﬂ{ pexrspex +o,0 n e
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Aloove: A dinin9) folole - T
clled it he X fabdle - 1made
usin®) o slices of spalfed
HMeple, with sfainless sfeel legs..”
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Peter’s work stands out
because he is one of the
small band of artisans
making modern minia-
tures for the collector.
He has been an innova-
tor, making real, scale
florescent light fixtures
for dollhouse miniatures
about 10 years ago. He
first used LEDs for
lighting in room boxes
around the same time
when they were special
order items and cost
about $8.00 each, just
for the LED.

Alooveﬁ Ths Deco s‘fy]e sconCe is on o piece & 90 ey old decoreive
bam{?ni). The ]?‘\’)l«‘f is aoout LS indhes 57 am across..”

Peter says “my focus on making original design
pieces is somewhat unusual. | might also
mention that | think | specialise in the least
popular era of miniatures as well, so that may
say something significant about me as well.”
His scale of choice is 1/12th because of the
amount of detail that it is possible to capture in
miniatures of that size and many things scale
down well to that size. Going smaller always
means more compromises are required from
him. In addition, he is quite a tall person (6" 1”)
with less than tiny hands so the larger scale is a

little easier to work with

Kigt: "Deco style fable and Floor lovmp
with o simall felole the felole fop is
(muwm wood with « Do‘\’)wooo{ border..”










Pictured: Twin vanity and chest - With thanks to Annina Gunther



sLeqge
Contempbrary

By AIM Member, Elizabeth Lepla

Elizabeth LePla of ELF Miniatures is widely known for her beautiful modern kitchens and bathrooms.
How does one go from being a normal human being to one who specialises in tiny contemporary

utility rooms?

Liz has been working in the miniature industry for about 12 years now. Her involvement came by
chance when she Saw a dolls house in a shop that sold other things, and having a 3yr old daughter,
decided to make her one. Living on benefits at the time, Liz got books from the library and a sheet of
MDF from B&Q! “Subsequently someone told me about a dolls house fair, and | discovered a whole

miniature world!”



Since the advent of the internet Liz has been able to
reach a much wider audience and ELF Miniatures now
have clients in every continent, from Russia to
America, Spain to Japan and on to New Zealand,

Brazil... there are dolls house collectors the world over!

Her sister Kate Manton recently joined her in the
business as she was unable to cope single-handed any
longer, and Kate was looking for a new opportunity.
The sisters bought a house together, so they now have

more space for expansion.

Left (ceore Melson Bookcase.
Kl‘:)l'\‘(' Conf@vfomry Sink. & Washstendl.
Below: One of Elizabeth's dassically imodem
Gtfed kifchens.



While the vast number of clients are dolls
house collectors, there is growing interest in
miniature design; these

clients often don’t have

a house, but create dioramas

that they photographs

o that the

results are indistinguishable

from a full-sized scene.

They will then dissemble the set and re-create
something else, combining and re-combining
items from their collection. In addition, Liz
also makes models for use by film and
advertising companies — ELF furniture was
recently seen in the Oasis drinks adverts, and
has featured in adverts for Sony, Tesco and
others.

Liz has had to commission a number of pieces
as there were NO modern sinks, taps, hobs

etc when she first began.

She also developed her own jigs to enable her to produce kits (like buying a

flat pack kitchen. And her ‘Il couldn’t live without’ tool? “My Proxxon saw.”

ELF Miniatures can be seen at Kensington, Miniatura, Kempton Park and

Lyndhurst as on their website.

Futwre plons..¢

And what are their creative plans for the future? Liz explains: “l have
recently started to create in 1:16 scale as there is growing interest in this
scale partly due to the launch of several ultra-contemporary houses in
1:16. | also plan to expand the range of “designer” pieces that | make, and
| am always trying to innovate and reflect the changes brought about by
advances in technology in the full-sized world.”

We look forward to seeing the results.

Any kitchen you don’t have to work in is good with me!

Wt fo €ind out imore alout Elizoloef's stnin®) imodem iminicdures?
WhyY not visit her welsife:
www.elfminiatures.co.uk

Text & Photographs © Elizabeth LePla 2011
(With additional thanks to Annina Gunther)
Edited by Sally Watson

Formatted by Bea (Fiona) Broadwood
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department as the topper on the four corner
posts of a bed.

It is similarly challenging to choose the favourite
piece from his many creations but Richard is
particularly pleased with a Zen Coffee Table
with black inlay. The table is of Yellowheart and
sits on a 3 tiered pedestal. Clear Plexiglas rests
on 4 pins stationed at each corner of the table.
“l would say this was one of my early ‘stretch’
pieces where | had to expand my skill set.”

It is always interesting know where artisans find
their inspiration and retain that unique quality
in their work. Richard lives in High Point, North
Carolina which is known as the furniture capital
of the world. The city hosts the International
Home Furnishings Market twice a year so there
is inspiration all around him. He also uses the
internet for new or innovative contemporary/
modern designs. While the field is growing

there are still very few miniaturists making
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handmade modern/contemporary furniture. In
addition, Richard uses a number of unique ele-
ments. “For woods | use wenge, bloodwood,
purple heart, yellow heart, lace wood and
other such exotics. | have incorporated alumin-
ium tubing along with

Plexiglas in a variety of

colours.”

Richard was drawn to the
modern/contemporary

furniture side by a

contemporary dolls house

that he designed and built

from scratch. At the time

there was very little

modern furniture being

made or sold so he made several pieces for this
house. As a result he began to think about the

next generation of miniaturists. “I realized that



much of the next generation have grown up in

a more modern/contemporary society than |

did. | figured that if | built it, they would

come.”

The gradual development of more and more
options for modern/
contemporary minis on
the market today has led
Richard to branch into,
what he considers similar
genres: Art Deco and
Frank Lloyd Wright
inspired pieces. Some-
what humbly, he
continues: “In addition, |
would say my skill set and
results have improved

steadily over the years. | have much to learn

but very much look forward to the challenge.”

Richard explained some of the special
techniques that he has had to learn, adapt or
invent. Modern/contemporary furniture shares
many elements of construction with traditional
furniture. However, many elements are unique
to the modern genre. Finding suitable
materials to replicate those elements or
“inventing” them himself has been very
interesting. “I will share one funny story about
a technique that | learned. For some of my
early pieces | found that | needed to create
some curved shapes to some Plexiglasin a
coffee table. After some research, | designed a
mould of wood, covered it with baking paper,
positioned the Plexiglas over the mould and
presented myself to my wife’s oven. She
nearly had a heart attack as she watched me
“melt” plastic in her oven. It all worked out
just fine but she has encouraged me to get my
own oven for future experiments.”
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The &Knitts g Basket

1:12" scale Knitted Tea Cosy c. 1965
By AIM Member, Frances Powell

Abbreviations: st - stitch; k - knit; () - repeat instructions between brackets as detailed in text; yfwd - yarn for-
ward over needle to make a stitch; tog - together; sl 1 - slip next stitch from one needle to the other without
working it.

Materials required: size 18 (1.2 mm/US size 4/0) knitting needles, 25 metres/28 yards 1-ply wool or oddments
in assorted colours. Small piece of felt to line tea cosy.

Approximate finished size: 1-inch/2 cm tall by 1%-inches/4 cm wide

Cast on 16 sts.

Foundation row: k 2 (yfwd, sl 1 purl wise, k 1) to end.

Row 1: (k 2, slip loop of previous row purlwise) to last 2 sts, k 2.

Row 2: k 1, (yfwd, sl 1 purlwise, k loop and following stitch tog) to last st, k 1.

Row 3: k 3, slip loop of previous row purlwise, (k 2, slip loop of previous row purlwise) to last st, k 1.
Row 4: k 1, (k loop and following st tog, yfwd, sl 1 purlwise) to last st, k 1.

Rows 5-68: rep rows 1-4

Cast off - knitting loop and following st tog.

To make up:

Sew in all loose ends. Do not press, as this will flatten pattern.

With right sides together fold knitting in half lengthwise. Sew up side seams.

Turn right side out and poke in top corners to shape tea cosy, over sew these in place. Fold a piece of felt in
half, position tea cosy on the fold with the top of the tea cosy on the fold line. Cut a piece of felt the same size
and shape as the tea cosy. Sew up side seams. Do not turn right side out. Position lining inside tea cosy and
over sew along base of tea cosy to secure.

© Copyright Frances H. Powell 2011
All rights reserved. This pattern is for private use only and may not be reproduced in any form, or reproduced for
commercial gain including selling any item knitted up from these patterns without written permission from But-
tercup Miniatures. Reproducing or transmitting this pattern by any means for any purpose other than for per-

. sonal use constitutes a violation of copyright law. o .
If you would like to see more of Frances’ wonderful knitting, why not visit her website:

www.buttercupminiatures.co.uk

Photographs & Text © Frances Powell 2011
Formatted By Bea Broadwood Artisans In Miniature August 2011 | 29
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he first house Christa built was a Dell
Prado. At the time she was unaware of
the quality, having “no idea, the wood and

furniture was so ... well bad.”

She made the matching furnishings that came
with the kit, but never liked the way it looked:
“it was too big or too rough, no fine details.”
After a while she wanted to throw away the
house and furniture. Haven’t we all had that
experience! Never give in to it — just see what

Christa has achieved!

Relenting, she started to clean it out. The
more she looked at it the more she wanted to
try and make it her own style of furnishing, a
totally different style: a “Modern” something

you could live in now.

Christa decided to make it look as realistic as
possible and to make most of the items her-
self.

The rooms in the house were all the same with
windows only in the front. She did not have
the nerve to saw the wood of the house,

“afraid the whole house would fall apart !”

Christa made fake windows in the bedroom,
from cardboard, a print and clear acetate, and
fake walls also from cardboard in the bathroom.
Christa’s aim was to make it look a bit more

alive and with all the rooms looking different.

The house started to take on a personality as
Christa developed one room at a time and when

finished, started a new one.




Finding the inspiration on the internet,
she started using her creativity with
materials such as wood from cigar boxes,
fimo, prints from the internet, wallpaper
from the sample books in DIY shops,
fabric from curtain samples and a some
material metallic shades. Christa
purchased some obijects like the glass
and the pots in the kitchen ,the toilet
and the bath.

The tired little house has come a long
way and blossomed into the future
although Christa still has to make the

living room and the attic.

Along the way she began more projects,
and found different miniatures she liked

to make: dolls, bears, flowers, a porch

and eventually started a little internet
shop.

“So,” says Christa, “the house has been
shuffled to the back a bit ... but one day |
will finish it. And for now, | enjoy the rooms
that are ready.”

We look forward to following the progress

of this little modern gem.

http://littleminiature.punt.nl/
http://home.wanadoo.nl/ichayata/
dolls.htm



Text & Photographs © Christa Chayata 2011
Edited by Sally Watson
Formatted by Bea (Fiona) Broadwood
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GLIGK ..on Artisans In Miniature

HOW DIP YOU FIND YHE ONLINE MAGAZINETT

Did you follow a link?
Did a miniature friend tell you about it?

...and do you already know about the Artisans In Miniature Website,
and the talented members who have all helped create this Online magazine.?

If not, copy, paste and €ELAGK now — www.artisansinminiatures.com and come and
meet us all. Founded in 2007 by Bea (Fiona) Broadwood of Petite Properties, the
website has been created in order to showcase the fantastic work of the individual
professional international artisan members who create beautiful and original scale
miniatures for sale to the public. Together they form the Artisans In Miniature
association.

Since its launch the AIM association has rapidly grown and now boasts membership of
around 300 professional artisans, including some of the most talented within the
miniature world!

On the website you will find further information about them and their work;
however, please note new pages are constantly being added and there are many
members who are not yet included on the site...

If you are a professional artisan who is interested in joining the association, you will
find all the information there.....

We have lots of links...to Fairs and Events Organizers...Magazines...Online Miniature
clubs....Historical reference sites.....\Workshops...and more... it’s all there!

If you’d like to contact us, copy, paste and CLICK...
we’d love to hear from youl!

www.artisansinminiature.com
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Artisans In Miniature

“An association of professional artisans,
dedicated to promoting a high standard
of excellence in original handcrafted scale miniatures...”

www.artisansinminiature.com
artisansinminiature.blogspot.com

The AIM Association was set up in 2007 in order to

The way in which . .
provide a global platform for professional
AIM Association membership miniature artisans who wish to actively promote

. their work and actively take part and support the
is offered has Changed! opportunities and promotional facilities which AIM
uniquely offers for free: notably including...
e The AIM online forum
e Monthly FREE AIM magazine
e AIM Member's online directory

Due to an overwhelming uptake of
membership over recent months, as

from July 31st 2010 the AIM Association e AIM website
now has limited membership places e AlIMs facebook & social networking pages
available e The AIM blog.

AIM membership is only available for professional miniature artisans,

selling quality handmade miniatures to the public.

Membership is reserved for artisans who wish to
showcase & promote their work,
through active participation within the AIM Association.
Please note; A waiting list has now been introduced regarding
new membership applications.

AIM is completely FREE to join and completely FREE to be part of.
So... if you are a professional miniature artisan and you would like to find out more about joining the
AIM Association, please email AIM’s Membership Secretary: Tony for more information:
tonybroadwood@aol.com

Or alternatively visit our website... www..artisansinminiature.com



This issue would not have been possible without the generous
contributions from the following AIM members...
Many thanks therefore go to...

Amanda Speakman Helen Woods Pamela J Nicholson
Ana Anselmo Jane Laverick Paul Smith
Ana Maria Villalon Jane Templeman Pauline Everett

Fuster Janet Granger Peiwen Petitgrand
Ann Kearney Janet Harmsworth Peter Tucker
Bea Broadwood Janet Smith Regina Passy-Yip
Beatrice Thierus Jean and John Day Richard Kuehn
Bev Gelfand Julia and Hywel Jeffreys Sally Watson

Carol Smith Julie Campbell Teresa Thompson

Christa Chayata Kathi R. Mendenhall Vicky Guile
Christine Verstraete Linda Master Viola Williams
Cousin Pertunia Louise Goldsborough Wendy Smale
Daisy Carpi Marianne Colijn
Debbe Mize Mary Williams

Elizabeth le Pla Melanie Navarro
Frances Powell Naomi Machida
Francesca Vernuccio Natalia Antonelli

Hazel Dowd Oberon's Wood (Celia)

SEE YOU IN SEPVEMBER||
www.artisansinminiature.com

Please Note:
The projects included in this publication are not suitable for children under the age of 14.
The miniatures featured in this magazine are collectors items and therefore unsuitable for children under 14.
All projects are undertaken at your own risk. AIM does not accept responsibility for any injury incurred.
All articles and photographs used in this magazine are copyright of their authors.

The AIM magazine’s content is for private use only and it must not be reproduced in part or in full for commercial gain in any form.

Each artisan contributor is responsible for their own work / contribution to the AIM magazine
and retain full responsibility for their published work.

The authors/self publishers cannot be held legally responsible for any consequences arising from following instructions,
advice or information in this magazine.



www.artisansinminiature.com

http://artisansinminiature.blogspot.com/



