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Chapter 1. Application and Scope

Application

The information contained in this book applies
to the general duties and responsibilities of
inspectors of weldments and is useful to them in
carrying out the precise duties and responsi-
bilities defined in particular codes or specifica-
tions. In addition, this book provides information
relative to methods of inspection applicable to
weldments., The inspector must be knowledge-
able concerning each inspection method required
on a particular weldment,

Since the inspector must have knowledge of
the inspection method to be used, it is the re-
sponsibility of those charged with the adminis-
tration and supervision of inspection to make
certain that the principles and methods set forth
are properly understood and uniformly applied.
This responsibility also includes the qualifica-
tion and certification of inspectors where such
certification is required by codes, specifications,
or civil law. In this regard, it is beneficial to
consider certification under the American Weld-
ing Society’s welding inspector certification
program.

For the best use of the inspection and test
methods described in this book, adequate draw-
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ings and specifications should be supplied as
part of the contract. These specifications also
should include requirements for welding pro-
cedure specifications and qualification of (1) this
procedure, (2) the welders, and (3) the welding
operators. In the absence of such requirements
for procedure specifications, the manufacturer
should be requested to establish, in writing,
details of the methods to be used, including
methods of inspection.

Scope

The scope of this book includes the testing
methods applicable to the majority of weldments

_used in construction. The extent of required

inspections should be clearly defined in the con-
tract specifications or on drawings that refer to
a particular weldment (unless otherwise defined
in applicable codes or specifications). Further-
more, acceptance standards must be clearly
understood by. both the manufacturer and the
user before any welding is statted. This is not
only to make more effective use of the inspec-
tion methods described in this book, but to pre-
vent disagreement over whether a weldment is
satisfactory in accordance with the contract
specifications.,




